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A Message From 
The Principal Chaplain 

The recent discovery, after 66 years, of the wreck 
of HMAS Sydney has been of immense 
importance to many Australians, especially to 
those people who lost a loved one in that tragedy.  
Although the discovery could not restore any of 
the crew to their loved ones, the locating of the 
wreck meant that many people were now able to 
enjoy a sense of closure - now they knew ‘where’; 
soon they may also know ‘how’ and ‘why’.   

Les Carlyon, in his powerful work, ‘The Great 
War’ writes (p.18), 
‘The headstone of Sergeant John James White, a 
blacksmith from the high country of East 
Gippsland, is paler and cleaner than the others in 
a cemetery near Bullecourt.  A tractor driver 
turned up White’s remains in 1995.  A metal 
detector turned up his effects.  These included a 
photograph of the ten-month-old daughter he had 
left behind.  Myrtle went to her father’s funeral in 
France as an eighty-year-old.’ 
Although Myrtle was never able to say ‘hello’ to 
her father, the discovery enabled her to say 
‘goodbye’. 
Because we know so much about separation and 
restoration in our daily lives, Jesus’ parables of 
loss and restoration have always been stories with 
which we can identify.  Although he begins with 

stories of a lost sheep and a lost coin, these are 
really just the entrée to the main course, which is 
the parable of the lost son (‘prodigal’, meaning 
‘excessive’ or ‘spendthrift’ is quite a misnomer!)  
Jesus used these stories to teach us about our 
spiritual predicament and His central role in God’s 
‘search and rescue’ mission for us.  A little while 
later, he proclaimed that his work was ‘to seek 
and to save the lost.’ (Luke 19:10).  

Jesus’ perfect fulfilment of his mission prompted 
St Paul to write, ‘in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them’ (2Corinthians 5:17-19)! 

To have been found, forgiven and restored by God 
through Jesus Christ is the greatest blessing any 
person can receive.  And it’s free!  It is why we 
have, on our Mission bus, the verse: ‘We love 
because he first loved us.’ (1John 4:19).  After all, 
Christian ministry is simply a matter of ‘passing 
forward’ the blessings we have so undeservedly 
received! 

Farewell Harvey - Thank You! 
On 1st April, Harvey 
Burcher awoke to a fine, 
sunny Autumn day and 
his first day of retirement.  
The previous day he had 
concluded some 15 years 
of faithful ministry as a 
Lay Chaplain with The 
Mission, during which 
time he had ministered to 
tens of thousands of 
seafarers. 

When Nathaniel met Jesus, Jesus praised him as 
‘an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile’ (John 
1:47).  Likewise, one of Harvey’s great virtues is 
his lack of pretence, a quality that has given his 
ministry real credibility among seafarers and 
waterside workers alike.  As one person wrote, 
‘Seafarers all over the world will never forget his 



smiling face when picking them up and dropping 
them back to their vessels, all the ship visits, but 
most of all passionately concerned at all times 
about their health and welfare.’ 
Nor has Harvey ever hesitated to ‘go the second 
mile’ in his ministry.  I have often found him, 
going ‘above and beyond the call of duty’ quietly 
and without fanfare; frequently he came in early 
to take the buses for servicing or to make sure 
they are clean and tidy for the seafarers; he has 
frequently gone out of his way (and in his own 
time) to collect clothing and foreign language 
magazines and newspapers for the use of 
seafarers.  He has been diligent in visiting former 
colleagues, especially those who are now in ill 
health. 
Yet, although I had always thought positively of 
Harvey as a ‘What You See Is What You Get’ 
type of person, I was compelled to re-evaluate my 
view in the light of the recent revelation - Harvey 
has a passion for the works of Charles Dickens!  
He had hidden this ‘under his bushel’ so well that 
not even the Federal Police had picked up on it 
when they checked him for his Maritime Security 
Identification Card!  Consequently I’ve had to re-
evaluate him as a ‘What You Get is Even More 
Than What You See’ type of person! 

We wish Harvey a very enjoyable and fulfilling 
retirement, praying also that Gabriella will be 
filled with creative ideas so as to know what to do 
with him! 

Replacing the irreplaceable  
When we advertised for the position Harvey 
would vacate, we received many excellent 
applications.  During the interview process, we 
found it difficult to decide between two particular 
applicants – each of them shared a strong 
commitment to Jesus Christ, His work and His 
people, and each had excellent pastoral 
experience.  Moreover, their ministry gifts were 
not duplicates of the other’s, but were largely 
complimentary.  To which one ought we to offer 
the position? 

At times like this it helps to think more laterally 
than at other times – ‘Although we advertised for 
one, can we afford to employ two Chaplains?’ 
After having a good, long, look at our finances 
and future plans, we decided that we could afford 

to do so – however, we would need the levels of 
financial support to increase if we would be able 
to sustain the added expense of an extra Chaplain.  
Going ahead in faith is not a reckless activity; it is 
to proceed with a ministry venture on the basis of 
a conviction that it is in full accordance with 
God’s purposes and priorities, all the while 
trusting His promises and His providential 
goodness (see Matthew 6:25-33) to supply the 
needs of that venture. 
Who are our new Chaplains?  Allow me to 
introduce them to you: 

(Capt. )  Jack Starmans 
Jack,  please  te l l  us  
a  bit  about your l ife  
thus far? 
I left school in December 
1969; I worked at 
Woolworths Supermarket 
and the PMG (Post 
Masters General’s Dept) 
during 1970.  I served an 
apprenticeship as an 
Industrial Blacksmith 
(1971-1975).  Over the 
next nine years I worked 

as a welder and in Juvenile Justice.  In 1983 I 
began working in Ministry, at Mt. Druitt Anglican 
Church, as a voluntary Youth Minister.  This was 
followed by employment in ten other Churches, in 
both the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches.  I 
have done Biblical studies in Croydon Bible 
College, the Presbyterian Theological College and 
the Australian Catholic University. 

Would you te l l  us  about your family?  
I am married - to only one wife, Nola.  We have 
two children.  Rachael, aged twenty, and Simon, 
aged seventeen.  As you can imagine it has been a 
hard road for my family having moved many 
times over the past twenty-three years of 
marriage. Nola works at Moore Books, at Moore 
College. Rachael is doing a Visual Arts course at 
North Sydney. Simon is doing the HSC at 
Broughton Anglican College at Menangle. 

How did you come to entrust  your l ife  
to  Jesus Christ?   
I was involved in a youth group at Whalan 
Anglican Church, Mt. Druitt.  After a year of 



being kicked out (because of my behaviour) I 
surrendered my life to Christ.  We had gone to a 
Youth Rally at Baulkham Hills.  It was run by the 
singing group ‘The Gospelairs’ (If you remember 
them you must have grey hair!).  They had a 
preacher at night who made an ‘altar call’.  
Although I didn’t want to go up (after all - nobody 
else was) and embarrass myself (I had a reputation 
to maintain), I went up to the front.  I don’t 
remember much of what the preacher said that 
night, but I knew I was being called by Christ.  
Here we are, some thirty-six years later, and I 
have the privilege of telling seafarers about Christ. 

What are  your impress ions of  the lot  of  
today’s  seafarers?  
They lead a lonely life; away from their family 
and friends, for long periods of time.  Their 
families suffer as the children grow up without 
their dads.  The wives suffer as they raise the 
children on their own; as though they were single 
parents.  In providing for their families as 
seafarers they miss out on the very thing they are 
striving for.  Their lot seems to be a ‘Catch-22’ 
existence: ‘damned if they do and damned if they 
don’t’. 

How do you l ike  to  re lax?  
I like to watch science fiction movies, like Dr. 
Who, and play in a country gospel duo. 

Where is  your perfect  hol iday 
dest ination?  Why there?   
Antarctica - because it seems to be a place that 
belongs on another planet.  

Mission’s  Stained Glass  
Window Relocated 

 

When The Mission was located at Macquarie 
Place, the Chapel was decorated with a quite 
magnificent stained glass window ‘Fishers of 
Men’ by Stephen Moor.  When The Mission left 
the Macquarie St premises in 1985, the window 
was dismantled and placed in storage until it was 
gifted to St John’s Dee Why in 2002.  The 
window occupies one wall of the new Thomas 
Vickers Chapel and its dedication on 30th March 
2008 was part of a Service to commemorate St 
John’s 50th anniversary. 

(The Rev. )  Un Hui Tay 
It may show a lack of imagination, but - in order 
to be fair - I asked Un the same questions! 

 
Un has settled into his new cell ministry very well 

Un, please  te l l  us  a  bit  about your l ife  
thus far? 
I have been in the pastoral – church planting 
ministries for the past 25 years. Since joining 
MTS (almost two months ago,) my mission field 
has changed from a more predictable audience to 
a more fluid and changing audience most of the 
time.  I am enjoying the new ministry God puts 
before me.  Over the last two months, I have many 
opportunities assisting, sharing and engaging in 
meaningful conversation pertaining to questions 
regarding our faith in God.  On one occasion, I 
was engaged in a two and a half hour session with 
a chief officer, listening and answering to his 
many questions and doubts.  We have to adjourn 
our discussion due to time constrains (11 pm) and 
he said, “when I come back again, we can resume 
our discussion.” I told him that I look forward to 
meet him again. 
 



Would you te l l  us  about your family? 
I am married to Becky and we had two beautiful 
and lovely daughters, Phebe and Phyllis.  Both are 
studying in UNSW.  Phebe is presently doing her 
honours in Biotech (BSc) and Phyllis is in 
Medical Science (1st year). 
Becky is serving at Lady Gowrie Nursing Home 
in Gordon (Anglican Retirement Village) as 
pastoral care worker.  As a family, we are all 
involving in the church ministry every Sunday – 
Sunday School, Youth, Music, Counselling – 
Marriage and Family, Outreach and Mission. 

How did you come to entrust  your l ife  
to  Jesus Christ?  
I grew up in a Christian family. My maternal 
grandmother was a pastor in the Methodist 
church. I attended Sunday School at a very young 
age and was very involved in the church activities. 
It was during my involvement with the Youth 
ministry, I personally committed my life to Jesus 
Christ and accepted Him as my Lord and Saviour. 

What are  your impress ions of  the lot  of  
today’s  seafarers? 
The seafarers are tough, resilient and friendly 
people, yet many of them are lonely and not very 
satisfied with their job due to the many months 
away from family and love ones.  

How do you l ike  to  re lax? 
Some of the activities I do for relaxation are 
reading, listening to music, play games, family 
time together. 

Where is  your perfect  hol iday 
dest ination?  Why there? 
Either the States or Europe.  Haven’t been there 
before and partly due to the rich Christian 
heritage. 
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Some Snapshots  from 
Harvey’s  Farewell  

 
Harvey & Gabriella with Keith Taylor and David Glasson 

 
We pulled out all the stops in the catering department! – 
Doreen, Helen Meikle, Edwina Robinson and Joan Fyffe 

 
Chaplain Toshi Yano’s tribute to Harvey was very moving – 
David Glasson and Dave Shanahan supported one another. 


